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MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH

RESOLUTION SERIAL NO. 82-17

A RESOLUTION OF THE ASSEMBLY OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH
ADOPTING THE LAND USE PLAN FOR PUBLIC LANDS IN THE WILLOW
SUB-BASIN AND CHANGES THERETO

WHEREAS, the Land Use Plan for Public Lands in the Willow

Sub-Basin addresses important resource management concerns of

mutual interest to the Borough and State; and

WHEREAS, this plan has been developed through interaction

of several interested State agencies, Borough staff, private

interest groups, general public input and public review and

hearings and represents a balance of all interests involved;

and

WHEREAS, the Borough Planning Commission has reviewed and

recommended that the plan be approved; and

-WHEREAS, certain changes and an amendment procedure to

the draft plan of October 1981 have been recommended by the

Department of Natural Resources in a letter from Commissioner

Katz dated February 1, 1982 with concurrence by the Planning

Commission; and

WHEREAS, this plan should be incorporated into the

Borough's current Comprehensive Development Planning program;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Assembly of the

Matanuska-Susitna Borough adopts the Land Use Plan for Public

Lands in the Willow Sub-Basin (draft of October 1981) along

with changes and amendment procedure recommended in

Commissioner of Natural Resource's letter of February 1, 1982

and subject to the provision that all Borough land with Class



II and III soils in the Susitna Corridor be designated as

agricultural land; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Assembly directs that

the plan be incorporated within the Borough's Comprehensive

Planning program.

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Assembly of the

Matanuska-Susitna Borough this 24th day of February, 1982.

(TW*& fi > /7SfrV**̂ ~
RONALD L. LARSON, MAYOR

ATTEST: REVIEWED AND APPROVED:

'Evelyn ̂Thompson, Cl^k Gary Thur]/ow, Manager

(Seal)



PLANNING TEAM

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES:
Bill Beaty (Section Chief) ............ Division of Research & Development
Randy Cowart (Project Manager) Land & Resource Planning Section
Bob Loeffler, Chris Beck, (Lead Agency)
Marjorie Willits, Liz
Baron, Peggy McNees

Ron Crenshaw, Kate Troll ................. Division of Parks

Jim Eason, Laurel Murphy ................. Division of Minerals & Energy
Management

Carlos Lozano ............................ Division of Agriculture

Marilyn Morris ........................... Division of Land & Water
Management

Joe Wehrman .............................. Division of Forestry

Dimitri Bader, Jack Didrickson, ....... DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME
Larry Engels

Jay Bergstrand ........................ DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND
PUBLIC FACILITIES

Rodney Schulling ...................... MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH

Sterling Powell ........................U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Soil Conservation Service

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES:
Elaine Thomas, Pat Kerschner.............. Graphics

Carol Larsen ............................. Public Information

Alaska Department of Alaska Department of Matanuska-Susitna
Natural Resources Fish and Game Borough

Division of Research 333 Raspberry Road P.O. Box B
and Development Anchorage, Alaska Palmer, Alaska
Pouch 7-005 99502 99645

555 Cordova Street
Anchorage, Alaska

99510



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The Department of Natural Resources and the Matanuska-Susitna Borough
wish to thank the following organizations and local governments for
their participation in the Willow Sub-basin planning effort. During
1980-1981 staff from the Department of Natural Resources met at least
once with each of these groups. These meetings provided essential
information to the Willow Sub-basin Planning Team. The Matanuska-
Susitna Borough Trails Committee and other organizations are to be
especially commended for their efforts at mapping their recommendations.

Alaska Air Guides
Alaska Center for the Environment
Alaska Miners Association
Alaska Power Authority
Anchorage Fish and Game Advisory
Board (included representatives
of various outdoor groups)

Anchorage Motor Mushers
Audubon Society
City of Houston
City of Wasilla
Palmer Fish and Game Advisory Board
Iditarod Trail Committee
Independent Loggers Association

National Audubon Society
Sierra Club
Alaska Center for the Environment
Palmer and Wasilla Agricultural
Conservation Subdistricts

Knik Kampers and Kayakers
Matanuska-Susitna Borough
Trails Committee

Mat-Valley Sportsmen
Moutaineering Club of Alaska
Overall Economic Development
Program (OEDP)

Toskosha Citizens Council
Wasilla Chamber of Commerce

This land use plan is based on data and analysis produced through the
Susitna River Basin Cooperative Study - a three year effort on the part
of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), the Alaska
Department of Natural Resources, and the Alaska Department of Fish and
Game. Special acknowledgement is due Sterling Powell and the River
Basin Study Team of the USDA Soil Conservation Service, lead agency in
the study.

ill



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Planning Team . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . i
Acknowledgements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . iii
Table of Maps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . vii
List of Acronyms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . viii

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

CHAPTER II LAND USE DESIGNATIONS ON PUBLIC LAND . . . . . . . . 15

CHAPTER III GOALS, POLICIES AND MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES . . . . . 37
Agriculture . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41
Recreation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53
Forestry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59
Fish and Wildlife . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67
Settlement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73
Subsurface Resources . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 79
Transportation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89
Wetlands . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97
River and Stream Corridors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103
Trails . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 109
Public Access . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 113

CHAPTER IV LAND USE DESIGNATIONS BY MANAGEMENT UNIT . . . . . . 117

Management Units of Predominant State and Borough Ownership. . 123
Fish Creek . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 125
Susitna Corridor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 135
Kashwitna . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 147
Iron Creek . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 155
Little Willow Creek Corridor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 153
Susitna Floodplain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 171
Ronald Lake . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 179
Little Susitna Corridor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 187
Pear Lake . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 199

Management Units of Predominant State Ownership . . . . . . . 207
Hatcher Pass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 209
Moose Range . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 217

Management Units of Predominant Private and Borough Ownership. 223
Houston . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 225
Fishhook . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 231
Wasilla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 237
Knik . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 245
Point MacKenzie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 251
Rogers Creek . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 257
Willow Creek Corridor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 263
Willow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 269
Moraine Ridge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 275

Legislatively Designated Management Units . . . . . . . . . . 281



APPENDIX 1 MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS FOR LANDS
ADJACENT TO THE GEORGE PARKS HIGHWAY . . . . . . . . 1-1

APPENDIX 2 BACKGROUND RESOURCE INFORMATION . . . . . . . . . . 2-1
Agriculture . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-4
Recreation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-14
Forestry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-22
Fish and Wildlife . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-33
Settlement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-41
Subsurface . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-54
Transportation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-64

APPENDIX 3 CLASSIFICATION OF STATE LAND IN THE WILLOW
SUB-BASIN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3-1

APPENDIX 4 MODIFICATIONS OF AND EXCEPTIONS TO THE PLAN
AS IT AFFECTS STATE LANDS . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4-1

vi



TABLE OF MAPS

Map 1 - Location of the Willow Sub-basin . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Map 2 - Generalized Land Ownership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Map 3 - Land Management Units . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19
Map 4 - Designated Primary and Secondary Land Uses . . . . . . 21
Map 5 - Existing and Proposed Transportation Routes in the

Willow Sub-basin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29
Map 6 - Management Units Index . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 121
Map 7 - Important Agricultural Lands in the Willow Sub-basin . 2-9
Map 8 - State and Borough Land Designated for Agriculture . . 2-11
Map 9 - Important Recreation Areas in the Willow Sub-basin . 2-19
Map 10 - Forestry Areas in the Willow Sub-basin . . . . . . . 2-27
Map 11 - State and Borough Land Designated for Forestry . . . 2-31
Map 12 - Important Fish and Wildlife Areas in the Willow

Sub-basin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-35
Map 13 - State and Borough Land Designated for Use and

Protection of Fish and Wildlife . . . . . . . . . . 2-39
Map 14 - Residential Land Use Capability in the Willow

Sub-basin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-45
Map 15 - State and Borough Land Designated for Settlement . . 2-51
Map 16 - Coal and Mineral Areas in the Willow Sub-basin . . .2-57
Map 17 - Oil and Gas Areas in the Willow Sub-basin . . . . . 2-59

Chapter IV - Both land status (ownership) and land use
designation maps are presented in Chapter
IV for each of the 25 land management units.
These maps, which are not numbered, follow
each respective management unit description.

vii



LIST OF ACRONYMS

ADF&G
DEC
DL&WM
DGGS

DMEM
DNR
DOT/PF

GOP
MLUP
RMP
SCS
USDA
USGS

Alaska Department of Fish and Game
Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation
(DNR) Division of Land and Water Management
(DNR) Division of Geological and Geophysical
Surveys

(DNR) Division of Minerals and Energy Management
Alaska Department of Natural Resources
Alaska Department of Transportation and

Public Facilities
Grazing Operations Plan
Miscellaneous Land Use Permit
Range Management Plan
(USDA) Soil Conservation Service
United States Department of Agriculture
United States Geological Survey

viii


